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SPONSORS: Representatives Ruderman and Alexander.

BACKGROUND: According totheDepartment ofHealth’s (DOH)AnnualCommunicableDisease
Report for 1997,tuberculosis (TB)hasreemerged asa serious communicable disease, after years
ofdecline inthenumberofTB casesreported annually inWashingtonand theUnited States. The
numbersofcasesreported annually inWashingtondeclined from713 in1960 to207 in1984.
Between1984 and1991,that number increased from207 to309 -a nearly 50 percent increase.
Casesreported declined from1991 through 1996. However,in1997,thenumberofcasesagain
increased. Therewere 305 reported cases1997, an increase fromthe285 casesreported in
1996.

The DOH and local health departments areresponsible forprotecting thepublic fromthespread
ofTB, a highly infectious and potentially deadlydisease.The current laws,spreadoverfour
chapter oftheRCW, datebackas faras 1899. Those lawsauthorize public health authorities
toreport and track casesofTB;toinvestigate suspected casesand conductexaminations; and
toorder treatment, isolation orquarantine. The current lawsarecrucial tothetaskofdetecting
and controlling thespreadof TB. However, thoselaws alsocontain outdated languagethat
requires revision toreflect current practices. The DOH proposesconsolidating and updating the
TB statutes toremove obsolete and outdated provisions and toreflect current clinical practices
and treatment management.

SUMMARY: The bill revises and consolidates numeroussections ofRCW whilepreserving the
basic componentsforTB control and treatment. The majorfeatures areas follows:

• Conforms TB reporting requirements to current national communicabledisease reporting
standards.

• Repeals and amends numerous outdatedprovisions, such as, references to state
administered tuberculosis hospital facilities– which no longer exist.

• Recodifies thecurrent fourchapters ofRCW into two chapters.
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